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PROGRAM

Master of Ceremonies ........................................................................... Dave Ackley

Welcome and Pledge of Allegiance ...................................... D. Wayne Ruble, Ed.D.

Invocation .......................................................................................... Carroll Green

Entertainment ........................................................ Fontana High School Madrigals

Directed by Jennifer Esquivel

DINNER
Prime Rib or

Vegetarian Lasagna

Baked Potato with Butter, Sour Cream & Chives

Garden Salad

Fresh Baked Rolls & Butter

Gourmet Chocolate Pecan Crunch Cheesecake

Coffee, Ice Tea

Introduction of Head Table

Reflections by the Superintendent

Recognition of Previous Retirees

Moment of Silence for Special Friends

Presentation of Service Awards

Presentation of Retiree Awards



35 Years
Bonnie Adama

Dennis Devereaux
William Hartman
Roberta Hawkes

Donna Martin
Eileen Parker
Darlene Reid

Sharon Waters

30 Years
Kathryn Bush
William Clarke

Jeffrey Griffith
Penny Hanson
Cheryl Heath

Joy Kanemitsu
Ann Lewis
Wendy Marzullo

Bill Olinger
Kathleen Olinger
Patricia Peoples

Josephine Zerilli-Hicks

25 Years

Mary Abbruzzese
Patricia Alfaro-MacKinney
Dawn Anderson

Judy Aversa
Roy Bader

Deborah Barron
David Baugh
Dan Blair

Margaret Burgess
Cynthia Christian
Marla Clark

Kathryn Danaher
Grace Duran
Gloria Echandi
David Fischer

Dora Flores
Maria Gomez

Rebecca Heil
Patricia Hernandez

Janet Higby
Rosemarie Higgins
Vickie Hoover

Robin Humenik
Anita Isom
Connie James

Dayle Jamieson
Linda Johnston
Marsha Lavanty

Mary Kinney
Jack Long
Cynthia Mandy

Anita Mares
Cindy Mesa
Carol Mick

Rose Morgan
Anne Munn

Alice Path
Leslie Quinto
Frances Ramirez

Kerry Redondo
Yvonne Rodriguez
Marcella Rutz

Betty Smith
Yvonne Southerland
Christine Tarango

John Tedesco
Leonard Valdepena
Dale Van Camp

Bruce Van Note
Stanley Wagner
Gwendolyn Ware

James Watkins
Teresa Yarbrough
Deborah Zachary

Years of
Service



YEARS OF SERVICE
20 Years
Daniel Acosta

Jennifer Adair

Robert Barton

Harriet Beck

Sherri Black

Annie Borden

James Bowers

Virgil Camp

Charlene Campbell

Ivy Cash

Sarah Chavez

Fredrick Conklin

George Dancause

Janice Dee

Jean Diaz

Carol Eger

Della Ehrlich

Andrea Eitelman

Kathy Goff

Pamela Gordon

Mary Green

Eduardo Hernandez

Joe Jackson

Deborah Jayne

Susan King

Julie Kratz

Gail Lehrbass

Olivia Lopez

Julie MacDonald

Anthony Micciche

Karen Mirasol

Lori Montigel

Carol Moyer

Rita Rinkes

Teresa Romero

Alice Rule

Rebecca Russell-

Pastor

Joan Varbel

Pamela Wagner

Loretta White

Gregory Wiesen

15 Years
Ellen Akimoto

Michelle Alcaraz

Cheryl Allen

Christine Allen

Ruth Alvarado

Melody Arganda

Gregory Arnold

Mark Arnold

Nancy Baker

Nancy Banales

Irene Baumgartner

Darsey Beck

Veronica Becker

Karlene Bell

Marie Belt

Virginia Bennett

Diane Bettge

Shannon Bowling

Jo Brooks

Susan Brungardt

Gwendolyn Bryant

Karen Bush

Lorraine Chatigny

Barbara Chavez

Margarita Chavez

Maria Chavez

Sheri Christianson

Cynthia Clamp

Arlene Cline

Patricia Coleman

Patricia Connors

Steven Costello

Francene Cowan

Robert Crocker

Lisa Dattilo

Terrie Deitz

Raymon Demmer

Susan Dorner

Karin Dvorak

Maria Ervin

Maria Escalera

Marion Faulkner

Curlin

Patricia Fernandes

Jill Figley

Cynthia Figueiredo

Linda Fisk

Arthur Flores

Jean Forsythe

Janie Garcia

Nerci Garcia

John Gaumer

Patricia Gesler

Michael Gursslin

Susan Hainsworth

Nancie Hardy

Teresa Herbert

Sylvia Hernandez

Carol Hodnett

Nancy Hofrock

Cynthia Holman

Eric Horwitt

William Hughes, Jr.

Charles Hunter

Dorothy Hutchens

Kathryn Iberg

Regina Inoue

Julia Jameson

Catherine Johnson

Rogelio Juarez

Ruthie Justice

Frances Klein

Oscar La Pena

Elva Lara

Martha Lasby

Craig Lewis

Patricia Lindsay

Debra Lintner

Paul Lipscomb

John Love

Esther Mack

Rudy Madueno

Richard Martin

David Matuguina

John McCormack

Maxine McElroy

Glenn McMane

Christine McWilliams

Rhonda Melrose

Esther Millan

Denise Millard

Terry Mohler

Jacqueline Moore

Catalina Morway

Lorraine Mullens

Jacquelyn Nwanodi

Brenda Odell

Mark Olay

Irene Pack

Tyleen Paige

Patricia Parr

Timothy Pike

Suzanne Poso

Mark Quick

Merle Rainwater

Anais Ramirez

Diana Rasmussen

Dora Reyes

Carol Rist

Christina Rodriguez

Suzanne Sakata

Francisco Salcedo

Yolanda Sandoval

Roger Sands

James Schaumleffel

Anita Schultz

Ruth Schultz

Joyce Scott

Rose Serna

Linda Shade

Aina-Marie Shaw

Galen Shotts

Katherine Stapert

Elizabeth Stevenson

Nancy Streitmater

Catherine Stringer

Aldeana Stuart

Glen Sugita

Kevin Theilacker

Barry Underwood

Cheryl Underwood

Magdalena Vazquez

Bertha Velazquez

Judith Wagner

Edna Warner

Geoffrey Watkins

Sandra Watkins

Anna Watts

Billie Welzel

Tara Whitehouse

Stephen Wimer

Keith Wingson

Kathleen Wright

Linda Wubker

Patricia Yeary



YEARS OF SERVICE
10 Years
Charles Abram, Jr.

Ignacio Abreu

Edward Aguirre

Elizabeth Aguirre

Giovanni Annous

Maria Ayala

Mary Banneck

Mary Barajas

Paulette Barlow

Donna Battiste

Sue Beaudis

Annamarie Bennett

Aliya Bhimji

Marlton Blackshear

Dale Brooks

Bonita Brown

Michelle Butler

Rosa Cadena

Susan Casillas

Frank Chavez

Lola Collins

Patricia Cooper

Penny Cooper

Sheila Crow

Ana Cruz

Reeves Davis

Segundo Delgado

Maria Duenez

Laurie Etherly

Reema Farhoud

Laurren Francoisse

Elizabeth Fredendall

Kimberly Fritz

Bernadette Gallagher

Barbara Garcia

Mary Gollihar

Cynthia Gomez

Irene Gomez

Michael Gosnell

Monica Gough

Patricia Grant

Tina Green

Theresa Guthrie

Juanita Gutierrez

Rebecca Hageman

Sheila Harris

Denise Harwood

Gloria Henderson

Judith Henderson

Gabriel Hernandez

Luz Hernandez-Fox

Clifford Heyman

Deborah Hinds

Ofelia Hinojosa

Scott Hunter

Janice Iles

Juanita Jaurequi

Tonie Johnson

Elizabeth Jordan

Olga Klein

Carolyn Kroll

Guadalupe Lazo

Mary Lemarie

Kay Lemos

Gerald Lewis

Simon Long

Dino Luna

Maria Marquez

Maria Martinez

Susie Mayse

Kathleen McDonald

Yvonne McLemore

Maria Medina

Monica Mejia

Debra Moncayo

Jana Moreno

Martha Morrison

Gerald Mullins, Jr.

Michele Munoz

Silma Navarro

Stephen Nelson

Michael Nicolia

M. Cristina Nievas

Stacie O’Neil

Albert Orahim

Maria Oropeza

Terri Pelazini

Nancy Pesta

Sheila Popilsky

Cheri Ramos

G. Craig Randall

Ramona Reed

Juan Reyes

Kristy Rivera

Lisa Rodriguez

Patricia Rodriguez

Antonia Romo

Silvia Ruiz

Ernest Sanchez

Raquel Santiago

Cathy Santilli

Lisa Saunders

Bernaldine Sharpe

Denita Skinner

Christine Smith

Gail Smith

Michelle Southworth

Caryl Stephenson

Mary Stockstad

Kristine Swanson-

Jordal

Lydia Torres

Leeann Trainer

William Tunney, Jr.

Jennie Valdez

Siobhan Weston

Charlotte Yale-

Provost

Esther Ybarra

Julie Young



RETIREES

Years of

Service Position Location

David Ackley 36 Director Admin. Support & Stu. Events

Diane Adamson 17 Teacher Palmetto Elementary

Gordon Allman 31 Teacher Citrus High

Ron Anderson 18 Teacher Kaiser High

Donna Andresen 19 Teacher Tokay Elementary

Judy Aversa 25 Library Specialist Primrose Elementary

David Baugh 25 Maintenance Electrician Mechanical Systems

Harriet Beck 20 Principal North Tamarind Elementary

Manuel Bermudez 16 Teacher Randall Pepper Elementary

Jodette Bowling 29 Teacher Aide Redwood Elementary

William Brakemeyer 32 Teacher A.B. Miller High

Marlee Bulf 24 Fiscal Analyst Fiscal Services

Margaret A. Burgess 25 School Bus Driver Transportation

Patricia Burns 28 Elementary School Secretary I Randall Pepper Elementary

John Burton 12 Executive Director Student Support & Services

Karen Bush 16 Teacher Randall Pepper Elementary

Patricia Campbell 36 Teacher Fontana High

Roger Carson 34 Teacher Citrus High

Paula Colby 14 Teacher Truman Middle

Karen Coleman 26 Instructional Aide – Computers Cypress Elementary

Patricia Coleman 16 Teacher Truman Middle

Betty Copeland 20 School Bus Driver Transportation

Janice Dee 20 Fiscal Analyst Fiscal Services

Janyth Dison 37 Counselor Fontana High

Linda Donaldson 33 Director Early Education

Gayle Ehrlich 25 Teacher Aide (Special Ed.) Oleander Elementary

Linda Elliot 28 Teacher Fontana High

Nancy Evans 23 Assistant Principal South Tamarind Elementary

Linda Fowler 18 Teacher Fontana High

Betty Fraser 17 Director Purchasing

Patricia Gesler 15 Teacher Alder Middle



RETIREES Cont. . .

Years of

Service Position Location

Raymond Gonzales 17 Senior Custodian MOC – Custodial

Dorothy Hamilton 15 Campus Security II Student Services

Linda Hartman 28 Vocal Music Teacher Kaiser High

William Hartman 35 Coordinator Intervention & Hrly. Programs

Frank Hostetler 22 Assistant Director Alt. Ed. & Enrollment Services

Carlene Jerrel 15 Teacher Truman Middle

Elizabeth Jones 24 Teacher Aide – SED Fontana High

John Kaptain 31 Director Middle School Education

Carolyn Kroll 10 Teacher Cypress Elementary

Sari Kustner 3 Principal Palmetto Elementary

Paul Larson 18 Teacher Citrus High

Marsha Lavanty 26 Teacher Oak Park Elementary

Delores Lien 7 Teacher North Tamarind Elementary

Joy Martin 26 Principal Almond Elementary

Linda Martin 21 Assistant Principal West Randall Elementary

Michael Martin 22 Principal Jurupa Hills Middle

Richard Martin 15 Teacher (Special Ed.) – LH Fontana High

Harold Mason 11 Teacher Alder Middle

Kenneth May 33 Counselor Alder Middle

Patrick McCurry 5 Chief School Police

Maxine McElroy 15 Assistant Principal Sequoia MS

Jodie S. Mejia 24 Teacher Aide (SH) Adult Education

John Mejia 15 Grounds Leadperson MOC – Grounds

Mary Miranda 36 Teacher Aide (Special Ed.) Itinerant – Elementary

Mary Parker 23 Health Assistant Tokay Elementary

Carol L. Peacock 15 Transition Aide Special Services

Dorothy Pidanick 19 Teacher Adult Ed.

Richard Pizzica 26 Teacher Truman Middle

Sam Poindexter 34 President Fontana Teachers Association

Jane Popick 22 School Bus Driver Transportation

Deanna Quick 31 Teacher Aide (Sp. Ed.) – RSP Oleander Elementary



RETIREES Cont. . .

Years of

Service Position Location

Ellis Rail 14 Teacher North Tamarind Elementary

Ruth Redd 32 Teacher Fontana High

Martha Restrepo 24 Preschool Aide & Bilingual Aide Chaparral Elementary

Gary Richtar 13 Custodial Repair MOC – Custodial

Lois Roberts 31 Resource Specialist Oleander Elementary

Martha Roe 23 Associate Teacher Cypress Preschool

Ernest Sanchez 10 Teacher Jurupa Hills Middle

Lois Scheel-Kelly 25 Senior Secretary I Child Welfare & Attendance

Anita Schultz 17 School Nurse Kaiser High & Jurupa Hills

Pamela Schrack 8 Assistant Principal Fontana High

Frances Sclafani 21 Elementary School Secretary II North Tamarind Elementary

Donna Simmons 24 Teacher Truman Middle

Barbara Skavinski 16 Teacher Oak Park Elementary

Deanna Smith 28 Teacher Aide Redwood Elementary

Frances Stillman 36 Teacher Cypress Elementary

Jean Teanio 36 LSH Specialist Special Services

Brent Trueblood 17 Teacher A.B. Miller High

Gwendolyn Ware 25 Teacher Aide (Special Ed.) Fontana High

Dennis White 37 Teacher North Tamarind Elementary

Jack Willis 31 Teacher Kaiser High

Teresa Yarbrough 25 Bilingual Aide Tokay High

Floyd Youmans 37 Teacher Fontana High



Dave Ackley,
Director of Administrative Support, Student Events/Schools

Dave was born in Warner Robbins, Georgia at the end of World War II.  His

family moved to Schenectady, New York and they stayed there until the summer

between 7
th

 and 8
th

 grade.  The family then moved to Colorado and Dave

finished his high school education at Englewood High School and went to

Colorado State University where he majored in Biological Science and obtained

his teaching credential.  He was recruited by Wayne Flanagen and came to

Fontana to teach.  He chose Fontana because they paid the most - $6500 a year

in 1968.  He was assigned to Fontana Junior High School where he taught 7
th

,

8
th

, and 9
th

 grade Science for 17 years.  He also coached football, wrestling,

cross country, and track.  Between 1979 and 1986, he also assumed the role of Activity Director.  During

his time as a Teacher at Fontana Junior High School, he felt that his greatest contribution to the

education of the students at the school was the organization of the student trips to Washington, D.C.  He

facilitated over 300 students traveling to the east coast and viewing the sites in their history textbooks.

In the summer of 1986, Dave was named the FoHi Summer School Principal and after that the Assistant

Principal position at Alder Junior High.  After just 4 months, Dave was named as the Principal of

Fontana Junior High School.  During that time, he led the transition to the school becoming a grade 6, 7,

8 middle school.

In 1995, Dave asked to be transferred to an elementary school and was assigned to North Tamarind

Elementary School.  He feels that his time spent there was some of the most educational and rewarding of

his career.

In 2000, Karen Harshman asked him to head up the District Staff Development Department and he moved

to the District Office in June, 2000.  After one year, the position changed to his current position of

Director of Administrative Support, Student Events and Schools.  In his current position, he runs the

District New Principal Mentor Program, the Aspiring Administrators Program, Fast Track training for

new administrators, AB 75 Administrative Training, Walk-Through Training, District-wide student events

including Principal for a Day, History Day, Science Fair, Writing Showcase, Author’s Night, Math Field

Day, recognition of student achievement at Board Meetings, and Teacher of the Year.

In addition to the above responsibilities, Dave also supervised 14 schools.

In retirement, Dave plans to continue working with New Principal Mentoring, traveling and working in

his wife’s classroom.

Gordon Allman, Teacher

Gordon was born in Lancaster, California and grew up in Riverside.  He pursued his education and

earned an AA Degree from Riverside Community College, a BS Degree from Long Beach State, and a

Masters Degree from Azusa Pacific.

Gordon has spent practically his whole teaching career actively working in FTA and CTA.  He has held

many positions, including President and Treasurer of FTA and Department Chair in CTA.  He won the

CTA’s We Honor Ours (Who) Award and is presently Liaison to several committees in CTA.

Together with his wife, Marva, Gordon has one daughter (Khrist Rojas) and two step-daughters (Terri

Baker and Bobbi Griffith).

Gordon enjoys fly-fishing and hunting.  He and Marva plan to move to Utah and split their time between

Utah and their cabin in Idaho.



Ron Anderson, Teacher

Ron was born and raised in Wakefield, Nebraska.

He has worked at the Fontana Unified School District for the past 17 years, as a Math Teacher and

Baseball Coach.  Ron says that he had a friend who was his Assistant Baseball Coach for four years at

Sequoia Middle School and when Ron retired, he became his friend’s assistant at Kaiser High School.

Ron has three daughters and each has one child (in other words….three grandchildren).

Ron enjoys golf and looks forward to just enjoying retirement.

Donna Andresen, Teacher

Donna J. Andresen was born in Pomona, California.  Her uncle built the old

Pomona High School that was on Holt Avenue and Script’s College.

Donna graduated from Mt. San Antonio and Whittier Colleges.  She was trained

as a kindergarten teacher at Broad Oaks under Miss Leonore Wilson (who was

written up in Life magazine as one of the top kindergarten teachers in the nation).

She taught kindergarten for 10 years in East Whittier and then retired to be with

her husband and two daughters, and owned two restaurants, one in Whittier and

the other in Buena Park.  She also worked for Warren’s Education Supplies, when

her children were young.  Then she came back to teaching in 1980 and taught in Pomona.  In 1985, she

came to Fontana Unified School District to Tokay School under Larry Boldt, and has taught 19 years

there.  She taught kindergarten for 10 years and 9 years in first and second grades.

Donna loves sharing her enthusiasm for teaching and her creative curriculum concepts and strategies.

Donna is looking forward to having time to pursue favorite hobbies during retirement.  She takes delight

in exercising, crafts, working as a volunteer at church and watching her grandson, Michael, grow up.

Mostly, she plans to continue enjoying life to the fullest.

Judy Aversa, Library Specialist

Judy was born in Montebello, California and grew up in Fontana.  She attended Fontana schools and

went to college for a Library Tech. Certificate.

Judy began her career in the Fontana Unified School District as a Teacher Aide in 1979.  Ten years later,

she became the Library Specialist at Primrose Elementary School, where she has remained.  Judy says,

“I’ve enjoyed working with teachers, staff, and especially the children.”

Judy has two grown sons.  One is married and has two children.

Judy loves crafts, such as needlepoint and crochet.  After she retires, she looks forward to continuing her

hobbies and spending more time with her grandchildren.



Harriet Beck, Principal

Harriet was born and raised in Hagerstown, Maryland.  She received her

Bachelors Degree in Elementary Education from Towson State College in

Maryland and her Masters Degree in Supervision from Longwood College

in Virginia.

Harriet has had a total of 37 years in education.  She has held teaching

positions at the elementary, junior high, and high school levels and has

been a Reading Teacher.  She was an Assistant Principal for 6 years and

has been a Principal at the Fontana Unified School District for the last 20 years.  Harriet has been a

Principal at West Randall, Juniper, Cypress, and North Tamarind Elementary Schools.

Harriet says that some of the highlights of her career in education are:  starting a

single-track calendar school at Juniper Elementary; teaching at a demonstration

school on campus of Longwood College; teaching in Virginia, the first year schools

integrated after public schools were closed for five years; and serving on the FMA

Board for the last 14 years.

Harriet has been married to Howard Beck for 36 years and they have a daughter and 5

grandchildren.  After retirement, she looks forward to spending time with her grandchildren, traveling

with Howard in their RV, and enjoying life.  She will also serve the community with Soroptimists and

Boys Republic Auxiliary.

Manuel Bermudez, Teacher

Manuel grew up in the Etiwanda area 57 years ago and has seen a lot of change over the years.  After

graduating from Upland High School, he spent 4 years studying for the priesthood, but that changed.  He

later spent 2 years in the Army as a radioman stationed in Germany.  Afterwards, he studied business and

after working for 6 years in various hotels, he needed a change.  He went back to school and earned his

credential in 1985.  Manuel is familiar with the Fontana district, because he spent a year substitute

teaching before he was hired at Randall Pepper, where he has been for the last 16 years.  He was sorry to

see bilingual education end, but he hopes collaborative teaching will help all teachers get through the

more stressful areas of the profession.

In a few months, Manuel will be celebrating 30 years of marriage to his lovely Bolivian wife, Loly.  They

have 3 children and 6 grandchildren.  Manuel says, “We recently moved out to the Palm Springs area,

but it doesn’t matter where I live.  I will always be home as long as Loly is there.”

Manuel likes theater acting, writing, comedy and getting involved in projects.  He hopes that whatever

changes now come into his life, they be healthy, gratifying, and helpful to others.



Jodette Bowling, Teacher Aide

Jody was born in Los Angeles, California and grew up in Garden Grove and Big

Bear Lake.  After graduating from Big Bear High School, she continued her

education at San Bernardino Valley College.

Jody has worked at the Fontana Unified School District for 29 years and has

worked as a Classroom Aide, Herman Reading Instructor, and Computer Lab

Aide.  Jody remembers that when she worked at North Tamarind Elementary

School, a sub once brought her two cats to school and kept them in the coat

closet.

Jody has been married to Dan Bowling for 29 years and has one son, Joshua.

Jody enjoys reading, collecting antiques, and traveling.  After she retires, Jody looks forward to

continuing her hobbies, enjoying life and moving.

William Brakemeyer, Teacher

Bill Brakemeyer was born in Hollywood, California and grew up in North Hollywood, Quartz Hill and

Van Nuys.  He pursued his education and earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree with major in Music and

minors in English and History from San Fernando Valley State College (later renamed Cal State

University, Northridge) and a Master of Arts Degree with major in Education and minor in

Administration from California State University, San Bernardino.

He worked at Alder Junior High from 1972 to 1991 and held positions as Music Teacher (instrumental

and vocal), English Teacher, Department Chair for Visual and Performing Arts, ASB Advisor, Honor

Orchestra and Band Conductor.  During this time, Bill served as Parade Judge, Riverside County

Starcapades Judge, and San Bernardino County Art Association Judge, as well as being District Lead

Music Teacher.

Bill transferred to A.B. Miller High School in 1991, where he worked as an English Teacher, WASC

Coordinator, AP Coordinator, Mentoring for Cooperating Teacher Education Institute (University of

California, Riverside), Mentoring for Beginning Teacher Support and Assessment, and served on the

School Site Council.

In addition to his FUSD career, Bill has served on the California State Department of Education’s

Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials Commission for Curriculum Frameworks and

Instructional Resources Division since 2002.  He also served as a WASC Visiting Evaluator, Golden State

Exam Reader, and AP Exam Reader.  Bill has twice been included in “Who’s Who Among of America’s

Teachers”.

Bill is proud to have spent many years building a successful junior high music program, serving as

General Manager for Riverside Symphony, performing tours in British Columbia, New Zealand, and

Australia, and as an accompanist for San Bernardino Junior University.

Bill enjoys photography, art, and collecting American elegant pressed glassware of the 19
th

 and 20
th

century.  After his retirement, Bill looks forward to continuing work with the Curriculum Commission for

Students in California.



Marlee Bulf, Fiscal Analyst

This is a very exciting and sad time in my life.  After 24 years as an employee

of the Fontana Unified School District I have decided to retire from my

position as Fiscal Analyst and join my husband Jerry who has been retired

from the San Bernardino County Sheriff Department.

I was born in Glendale, California and moved to Bloomington, California at

the age of three with my Mom, Dad, and three sisters.  My mom still lives in the same house on Marygold

in Bloomington.  I attended Mary B. Lewis Elementary, Cedar Street Junior High, and Colton High

School.  Upon graduation from high school, I took several business classes at both Chaffey and Valley

Colleges.

Before coming to the Fontana Unified School District, I worked at the Griffin Wheel Company in Colton,

California.  They made train wheels but I worked in the office doing inventory control and then payroll.

Wanting to be closer to my children and spend more time with them, I took a job with the Fontana Unified

School District working in the Child Nutrition Department at Fontana High School where I only worked

four hours a day.  When the children were all in school, I decided I would like a full-time position and

applied for and got the job doing certificated payroll.  Later transferring to the position of Fiscal Analyst

doing attendance accounting where I have spent the rest of my years with FUSD.

I married Jerry (A FoHi Grad) in 1964.  We have three lovely

children:  J.R., Joe, and Jamie, who all graduated from Fontana

High School.  We have four grandchildren:  Ryan, Jacob, Nolan and

Brooke, who are a big part of our lives.  We have purchased a 25-

foot travel trailer and plan on doing some traveling and camping

with the grandkids.

I have enjoyed my years working for the Fontana Unified School

District and will miss the many friends I have made over the years.

Margaret Burgess, School Bus Driver

Margaret was born and raised in Paget, Bermuda.  After coming to Fontana, she graduated from the

Fontana Adult School in 1975.

She has been a School Bus Driver at the Fontana Unified School District for 25 years.

Margaret is divorced and has three children:  Donald, Teresa, and Richard.  All of her children are FoHi

graduates.  Her son, Richard, has two sons.

Margaret enjoys crocheting, her Harley, going to P.B.R. rodeos, and traveling.  After her retirement in

June, she looks forward to doing more traveling.



Karen Bush, Teacher

Karen was born in Waukegan, Illinois and grew up in Northern Chicago.

She pursued her education and earned a Bachelors Degree in Education

from Northern Illinois University and a Masters Degree in Education

from Cal Poly Pomona.

She has been teaching in the Fontana Unified School District since 1989.  Karen has taught 1
st
 and 2

nd

grade, and has been both a Mentor Teacher and BTSA Teacher.  She is a past nominee for Teacher of the

Year.

Karen has a son, David Bush, who is married to Lori; and a daughter, Diane Moro.

Karen enjoys traveling, reading, and cooking.  She says, “On a recent trip to the Panama Canal, I

attended a shipboard event and guess who was seated next to me?  None other than our retired

superintendent, Dr. Karen Harshman.  A truly small world!”

After she retires in June, she plans to do more reading and cooking, as well as traveling with her life

partner, Clayton Gray.

Dr. Patricia Campbell, Teacher

Patricia was born in Martinez, California and grew up in Concord, California.  She pursued her

education and earned a B.A. from Fresno State and a M.S. and Ph.D. from UCLA.

Patricia is a Physiology and Biology Teacher at Fontana High School and is retiring from the Fontana

Unified School District after 36 years.  She is a P.T.A. Honorary Service Award recipient and has been in

“Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers”.

Patricia says, “The first employee I met was Charlyne (Allen) Moruzzi.  As I found out, she was the

nicest, most wonderful person I’ve had the privilege to know in this district.  I’ve been a member of a

terrific team known as the F.U.S.D. for 36 years and I wish this team every success in the future!”

Her hobbies include breeding, raising and showing Chihuahuas and she enjoys “anything UCLA”.

Patricia’s plans for the future include volunteer work for the Democratic Party and to work more with

her dogs.



Paula Colby, Teacher

Paula was born and raised in Olympia, Washington, later moving to

Petersburg, Arkansas.  She pursued her education and attended

Central Washington State University, earning a Bachelors Degree and

Elementary Teaching Credential from California Baptist College, and

a Masters Degree in Environmental Education from Goddard College

in Vermont.

Paula has worked for the Fontana Unified School District for 14 years.  She has taught 3
rd

 through 8
th

grades and subbed at preschool through college.  Paula has been teaching 6
th

 grade at Truman Middle

School.  She has had a lesson plan published by the State and was Teacher of the Month at FoJay.

She says, “At Locust Elementary I had a few amazing, environmentally aware students who inspired me

to get politically active in ‘green’ causes.  With the help of other committed teachers, I later formed and

advised hiking clubs at Fontana Middle and Truman.  Thanks to these young people who’d reminded me

that we can all make a difference!”

Paula is married to Al Colby and has two children (Alex and Bronnen Blackford) and two grandchildren

(Taylor and Zachary Lara).  She enjoys hiking, yoga, writing poetry, drawing and watercolor painting.

After she retires, she looks forward to traveling, writing a book or two, and learning to play a musical

instrument.

Karen Coleman, Instructional Computer Aide

I was born in Grand Forks, North Dakota and moved from there when I

was 3 years old.  My family moved to Corpus Christi, Texas in 1950.  It

was January and story goes that my father drove until it got warm.  In

1959, my father announced we were off to California.  We arrived in

Fontana in August and it was really hot but it was a dry heat (isn’t that

what they always say?).

I started school at Fontana Jr. High and then later Sequoia Jr. High.  I attended FoHi and graduated in

1964.  I married and had one son, Clayton.  I started back to school and took early education classes.

Later I decided to become a nurse.  I graduated from nursing school, passed my state boards, got a

divorce and got a job working for F.U.S.D.  I worked at the Development Center located behind Gloria

Dei Church and the Fontana Convalescent Hospital working with profoundly handicapped children.  I

married Carl Coleman in 1976.  I stopped working for about a year to help care for my father who had a

stroke.  I returned to work at Juniper part-time as an adaptive P.E. Aide. . . .then off to Redwood for 9

years as an Instructional Aide.  When year round school started, I transferred to Cypress for the next 19

years.  Time flies when you’re having fun.

Carl and I have traveled all over the world.  We have been to Egypt, Israel, Austria, Europe, and several

trips here in the states.  We have always looked forward to coming home to Fontana.  We plan to travel in

our retirement but more importantly, I plan to read and enjoy my home and my grandchildren in my

“Golden Years.”  Who knows, I might start cooking again.

I have some wonderful lifetime friends that began at school.  Not to mention a great husband.  Thanks

F.U.S.D.!



Patricia Coleman, Teacher

Patricia was born and raised in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  She

pursued her education and earned a Masters Degree in

Educational Technology from Cal Poly, Pomona and Math

Supplemental from UCR.

Patricia has worked as a teacher in the Fontana Unified

School District for fifteen years.

Patricia enjoys tennis, gardening, and weightlifting.  After her retirement, she

looks forward to pursuing her previous part-time obsessions on a full-time basis.

Janyth Dison, Teacher

Janyth was born and raised in Texas.  She pursued her education and earned a

Bachelors degree from LaVerne University and a Masters degree from the

University of Redlands.

Janyth has worked for the Fontana Unified School District for 41 years.  During

that time she has been a teacher at Oleander and Palmetto Elementary Schools, an

English teacher at Citrus Continuation High School, and a counselor at Fontana

High School.  Janyth was also President of the Fontana Teachers Association.

However, Janyth says, “My only claim to fame is that in the 60’s, when I was teaching 3
rd

 grade at

Oleander Elementary School, I had a young man in my class named Billy

Faggerbakke.  He is now the voice for Patrick the starfish on Sponge Bob Square

Pants.  Previously, he was Dobber on Coach.”

She was married to Jerry, also an FUSD Teacher, until his passing in January

2001.  Together, they had two sons, Curtis (a teacher at Sequoia Middle School),

who is married to Natalie (also a Teacher at Sequoia Middle School) and Joel (a

teacher at E.A. Hall Middle School in Watsonville), who is married to Molly (a

stay-at-home mom); and two grandchildren, Haley Anne and Jacob Scott.

Janyth enjoys reading, traveling and volunteering.  After she retires, she looks

forward to more traveling, volunteering, and spending more time with her family.

Janyth says, “I have been fortunate to have a career in a profession that I love.”



Linda Donaldson,
Director of Early Education/Schools

Linda was born in Oceanside, California, growing up mostly in San

Bernardino.  She received her Bachelors Degree from UCLA and Masters

Degree from Azusa Pacific University.

Linda began working in Fontana Unified School District as a Third Grade

Teacher at Redwood Elementary in 1970.  After five years, she transferred to

Juniper where she taught grades 1, 2, and 3, and was a Remedial Reading

Teacher and Program Manager.

In 1988, Linda began working at the district office as a Categorical Program Specialist.  In 1996, she

became Coordinator of Children’s Programs, working in the Early Education Department.  For the last

six years, she has been the Director of Early Education, “The Happiest Department in FUSD.”

During the last twelve years, Linda has written many state grants with her department to expand the

preschool program, as well as First Five grants to fund the Parents As Teachers program and School

Readiness.  Her greatest reward has been to provide an early learning experience to more and more

young children in Fontana.

Linda will miss all the many friends she has made throughout her years in FUSD.  She would like to

thank the Board and all departments for their support and special thanks to all the Early Ed. Staff for

their dedication to young children.  It’s been a great journey!  After Linda retires, she plans to spend

more time with her four children and three grandchildren.

Nancy Evans, Assistant Principal

Nancy was born in Portales, New Mexico.  She moved to Rialto, California and

graduated from Eisenhower High School.  She pursued her education at Chaffey

Community College, and went on to earn a Bachelors

Degree in Liberal Studies and a Masters Degree in School

Administration from Cal State University, San Bernardino.

She has worked for the Fontana Unified School District

for 21 years and has held positions as a Teacher Aide,

Teacher, Program Manager and Assistant Principal.  Nancy says she is sure she

has worked at more schools as an Assistant Principal that anyone else in the

district.  She has been Assistant Principal at Maple, Randall Pepper, Tokay, Live

Oak, Mango, and South Tamarind Elementary Schools.

Nancy has three children, three grandchildren, and two great grandchildren.

She enjoys traveling with friends and hopes to pursue her travels after she

retires.



Patricia Gesler, Teacher

Patricia was born in Pasadena, California and has lived all but 8 years of her life

in Southern California.  She pursued her education and earned an AA Degree from

Imperial Valley College; a Bachelors Degree with a major in Physical Education

and a minor in Business, along with a General Secondary Credential and Special

Credential in Physical Education from San Francisco State College.

She began her teaching career in San Francisco Unified School District, where she

taught Physical Education.  She then taught physical education, tennis team, and

Gymnastics Team for two years at her alma mater, Brawley Union High School in Imperial Valley.  Since

coming to Fontana Unified School District, Patricia has Taught History 7, Science 7, Math 9, Science 8

and Falcon Academy (a special self-contained program for 8
th

 grade retainees).

The honor of Outstanding Teacher in 1970 and Outstanding Coach – Gymnastics Team in 1974 was

bestowed on Patricia by her students.  Patricia says, “Watching the students improve over the years has

been very rewarding.  One of my best memories was the expression of joy on the faces of my Falcon

Academy students when they passed the trimester math test for the first time.”  All of her Falcon Academy

students passed the math success trimester tests the first year she had the program (even though she said

most of them could not add, subtract multiple rows, divide, or multiply, let alone do fractions in any

form).  Patricia is very grateful for the opportunity to help these students be successful for the first time in

their school careers.

Patricia is very proud of the fact that Alder Middle School is the only Cohort 1 IIUSP Middle School in

the state to exit the intervention process by making API for the required number of years.

Patricia is divorced and has one son, Chad Crane, who is 27 and works for UPS as a driver.  Patricia

enjoys driving her antique type carriage with a Morgan mare, cob tail hackney ponies, and a show

Shetland.  They have won many championships and classes over the past 14 years.  She was the High

Point Single Light Horse Driver at the Pomona Fair Draft and Light Horse Carriage Show in 2000, 2001

and 2002.  Patricia raises and shows AKC Silky Terriers.  She has over 30 homebred championships and

one best of breed specialty win.  Patricia raises birds and handfed Cockatiels, Indian Ring Nicks and

several species of mini Macaws.  She also likes to sew, knit, crochet and garden in her spare time.

Linda Hartman, Vocal Music Teacher

Linda was born in Winslow, Arizona and grew up in Joseph City, Arizona.  She pursued her education

and earned a Bachelors Degree in Music from Brigham Young University.

She has worked for the Fontana Unified School District for 25 years as a Vocal Music Teacher and says

she has taught music at all levels but primarily at the elementary and high school level.

Linda and her husband, Bill, have two daughters, Jennifer Esquivel and Jaime Guttierez.  Bill is also

retiring after 35 years with the Fontana Unified School District.  After she joins Bill in retirement, the

couple plans to move to Utah and “kick back”.



Frank Hostetler, Assistant Director of Alternative Ed. & Enrollment Services

Frank was born in Whittier, California but grew up in Fontana and is a FoHi grad.  He pursued his

education and earned a Bachelors Degree at California State University, Chico, and a Masters Degree at

Azusa Pacific University.

Frank has spent the last 36 years in education, 22 of which were spent here in the Fontana Unified

School District.  He has been a Teacher, Assistant Principal, Principal, and most recently Assistant

Director of Alternative Education and Enrollment Services.

Frank is married to Sandy, and has two children and two stepchildren.

Frank enjoys building model ships and after he retires looks forward to traveling and working part-time

as a consultant.

Carlene Jerrel, Teacher

Carleen was born and raised in Fall River, Massachusetts.  She pursued her

education and earned a Bachelors Degree from Bridgewater College and a Masters

Degree from Pepperdine University.

Carleen started working for the Fontana Unified School District in July of 1988.

Over the past 15 years, Carlene has been a Department Chair, BTSA Support

Provider, and PAR Teacher.  She is currently a 7
th

 Grade Science Teacher at

Truman Middle School.

Carleen says, “The best thing that has happened during my teaching career is those moments when you

see the ‘light’ go on in a student’s eyes and the visits from students who come back to say, ‘Hi.  I made

something of myself and you helped.’”

Carleen has three children (Laura, Sandra and Jenifer) and eight grandchildren.

Carleen enjoys swimming, sewing, and crafts.  After she retires, Carleen looks forward to traveling,

relaxing, and photography.



John Kaptain,
Director of Middle School Curriculum
& Educational Accountability/Schools

John was born in Stamford, Connecticut and grew up in nearby

Darien.  He graduated from Colgate University in Hamilton, New

York in 1966 with a BS in Fine Arts.

After spending the summer in Ocean Beach, New Jersey, with some college friends, John joined the U.S.

Air Force and served in Alaska and Thailand before returning to the U.S.  In 1971, John attended CSUSB

to expand his fine arts skills to include ceramics and woodworking, and to receive his Teaching

Credential.  He was hired in Fontana to teach Educationally Handicapped students at Alder in the fall of

1972.  He continued his studies at Cal State eventually receiving a Masters Degree and Administrative

Credential.

In the mid-eighties, after 12 years at Alder, John came to the District Office where he worked as District

Resource Teacher and Staff Development Specialist.  He also was a trainer for the California State

Leadership Academy.  Three years later, John began a 3-year tenure at Almeria Middle School as

Assistant Principal, then it was on to Shadow Hills Elementary School as Principal.

Shadow Hills was a particularly rewarding 8 years for John.  He was taught how to be a principal and to

this day feels a part of the Shadow Hills family.  Of course, Shadow Hills was the “Happiest Place on

Earth” – just ask the students, parents, and staff!  Then it was back to the DO to open Jurupa Hills

Middle School and Chaparral Elementary, and after a month as Principal at Jurupa Hills, John became

Director of Middle Schools.  In April of last year, John also took on the Directorship of Educational

Accountability.

John and his wife, Nancy, had twin boys, Jeffrey and David.  Both boys graduated from UCLA in 2000

and are currently working in the Hollywood Hills by day and playing in their band, Plan-R, by night.

They still make some time to play with their father, too.

John enjoys bicycle riding, a little running and kayaking.  The highlight is when he can ride the bike leg

of a triathlon while Jeffrey swims and David runs.  After retiring, John will expand his fitness training,

work around the house and yard, pursue photography and probably do some educational consulting.  It

was a fun 31 years!



Sari Kustner, Principal

Sari completes a 31-year career in public education, the last three years as the

Principal of Palmetto Elementary School.  She was born in Chicago, Illinois,

moving to Los Angeles in the 9
th

 grade.  She earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree

from UCLA and Masters Degree in Educational Administration from California

State University, San Bernardino.

After teaching for four years, she left education to raise her daughter and son.

Seven years later she returned to Elementary Education, holding positions in the classroom, Categorical

Programs, and in Curriculum and Instruction.  Her administrative experiences began as a Program

Manager in Jurupa Unified School District.  Four years later, she returned to the site as an Elementary

Principal, a position she has greatly enjoyed for seventeen years, in

Ontario-Montclair School District, Riverside Unified School District

and in Fontana Unified.

She has received honors as a Principal of a Distinguished School, from

the PTA and the Association of California School Administrators.

During her career, Sari has diligently sought the best ways to meet the

needs of EVERY student and to mentor numerous future principals.  Her

immediate plans include “a long summer vacation.”  She looks forward

to spending more time with her husband, children, three

granddaughters, and parents, traveling and reconnecting with friends.

Paul Larson, Teacher

Paul was born and raised in Omaha, Nebraska.  He pursued his

education and attended the University of Nebraska and then earned a

Bachelors Degree from Cal State, Long Beach.

Before coming to Fontana, Paul worked in the Los Angeles School

District as an Assistant Principal at Stephen White Junior High.  He

remembers, “Assisting the armed security guard in subduing two former students when they came to the

school armed with a shotgun and carbine rifle to collect a drug debt.  As the security guard held a gun on

them, I handcuffed them and confiscated their weapons.”

After coming to the Fontana Unified School District in 1986, he worked as a Math Teacher, Department

Chair, Leadership Team, and has done curriculum writing.  Paul has worked at the Fontana Unified

School District for 18 years.

Paul and his wife, Linda, have a son, Michael, and a daughter, Kristina.

Paul enjoys sailing, traveling in his motor home, golf, cars, reading, and constructing things.  After he

retires, he looks forward to more traveling, more golf, more sailing, and visiting family across the

country.



Joy Martin, Principal

Joy was born and raised in Upland, California.  She pursued her education and earned a Bachelors

Degree from California Baptist University and a Masters Degree from Azusa Pacific University.

She began her teaching career in Modesto, California before coming to Fontana in 1978.  Joy has

worked at the Fontana Unified School District for the last 26 years.  She has held positions as a teacher,

Assistant Principal, Coordinator of Child Development and Categorical Programs, and Principal of

Mango Elementary School.  Joy opened Almond Elementary School as its Principal in Fall of 2003.

Joy and Mike have three wonderful children (a banker, a pilot/bar manager and a teacher) and five

grandchildren (ages 13, 5, 4, 3 and 2).  They say their children and grandchildren are all a delight and

they love family gatherings at their house, especially croquet tournaments.

After Joy and Mike retire, they look forward to enjoying golf,

gardening, travel and more time with their family.

Mike Martin, Principal

Mike was born and raised in San Diego, California.  He

pursued his education and earned a Bachelors Degree from

San Diego State University and a Masters Degree from the

University of San Diego.

He began teaching in Chula Vista and then moved to Rialto to take an administrative position before

coming to Fontana in 1982.  Mike has worked at the Fontana Unified School District for 22 years, during

which he has been Principal of Randall Pepper, Oleander, Tokay and Palmetto Elementary Schools and

the last two as Principal of Jurupa Hills Middle School.

Mike and Joy have three wonderful children (a banker, a pilot/bar manager and a teacher) and five

grandchildren (ages 13, 5, 4, 3 and 2).  Mike and Joy say their children and grandchildren are all a

delight and they love family gatherings at their house, especially croquet tournaments.

After Mike and Joy retire, they look forward to enjoying golf, gardening, travel and more time with their

family.



Richard Martin, Special Ed. Teacher

Dick was born and grew up in Denver, Colorado.  He pursued his education and

earned a Bachelors Degree from Pepperdine University and his Masters Degree

in Education from USC (his Ph.D. from USIU is pending).

Dick worked at the Corona Unified School District from 1966 to 1987 and then

came to Fontana Unified School District in 1989, where he has worked for the

past fifteen years.  Dick is proud that he has been

honored as Teacher of the Month and in “Who’s

Who Among America’s Colleges and Universities.”

On the lighter side, Dick participated in the FoHi Follies for three years as

an Elvis impersonator.

Dick has four children:  David (restaurant manager), Deanna Gail

(department head), and Denise Leanne (business owner), and Kendal J.

(injury rehabbing).

Dick enjoys quartet singing, playing guitar, racquetball and gardening.

After he retires, Dick looks forward to traveling, community volunteering,

reading great books of the western world, and more gardening.

Kenneth May, Counselor

Ken was born in Compton, California but grew up in northern North Dakota.  He pursued his education

and earned a Bachelors Degree in English and Biology from Valley City State University in North

Dakota and a Masters Degree in Special Education from the University of Northern Colorado.

Thirty-four years ago, he began his career in the Fontana Unified School District as a Special Education

Teacher at Sequoia Middle School.  Ken moved into the position of Counselor and has been at Sequoia,

Southridge, and Alder Middle Schools.



Maxine McElroy, Assistant Principal

My goal as an educator was to move students from A through Z and

beyond.  My family includes a long line of educators.  Murray High

School in Florida was named in honor of educators in my family.  I was

born into a military family in Key West, Florida, the southernmost city

in the continental United States.  I attended school in Miami, Florida.

My husband, William and I have four children (Lisa, Tracey, Stephanie,

and Erik) and eight lovely grandchildren (Jelea, Santita, Erika, Kiera,

Isaiah, Erik, Myles, and Eriel).

Thirty-one wonderful years (fifteen with FUSD) were spent as a Teacher and an Assistant Principal.  I

enjoyed my work as a Mentor, Bilingual Site Monitor, Department Chair, California School Leadership

Academy Instructor, CLAD Trainer, District Literacy Leader, ELL Trainer of Trainees, University

Adjunct Professor, West Ed Consultant – San Francisco, Curriculum Reviewer for SB 1969, Lecturer,

History Project Fellow – UCLA and Cal Poly, Economics Fellow – Pepperdine University, Ontario-

Montclair School District – Intern Academy Instructor and National Teacher Corps Scholar – USC.

Watching students flower was my passion!

I attended Florida A and M University, Miami-Dade Community College, California State University,

Dominguez Hills, University of Southern California and National University.  Credentials include Life

Elementary and Secondary, Language Development Specialist and Administrative Services.

I am grateful and honored to have been the recipient of multiple “Who’s Who Among American

Teachers,” Fellowships, FUSD Employee and San Bernardino County School Recognition, A

Multilingual Award, Almerian of the Year, FABE Teacher and Administrator of the Year and the

California League of Middle School Region 10 Educator of the Year.

Future plans and hobbies are open-ended:  piano lessons, law school, teaching, traveling, publishing,

volunteer work and Little Theater.

It has been my pleasure to work with Fontana Unified School District.  I’ll see you on Route 66 on the

road to NCL (Norwegian Cruise Line).

Jodie S. Mejia, Teacher Aide

Jodie was born and raised in Needles, California.

Jodie has worked at the Fontana Unified School District for 24 years as a Teacher

Aide for Special Education and Severely Handicapped students.  Jodie says,

“During my time at FUSD, I have met a lot of wonderful people and my life has

been blessed because of the years spent with all of them. Working for the FUSD

has been the happiest I have ever been.”

Jodie has been married for 39 years to John, who is also retiring after a 15-year

career in the FUSD’s Maintenance and Operations.  She and John have two sons

(Juan and James), one daughter (Paula Gilbert), and six grandchildren.

Jodie enjoys reading, sewing and handcrafts, such as crocheting.  After she and John retire, she looks

forward to spending more time in Las Vegas and traveling.



John Mejia, Grounds Leadperson

John was born in San Bernardino, California and grew up in Needles.

He has worked at the Fontana Unified School District for 15 years where he has

held the positions of Grounds Equipment Operator, Small Engine Mechanic,

and more recently Grounds Leadperson.  He has received various safety and

professional awards.

John has been married for 39 years to Jodie, who recently retired after a 24-

year career as a Teacher Aide at the Fontana Unified School District.  Jodie and John have two sons

(Juan and James), one daughter (Paula Gilbert), and six grandchildren.

John enjoys fishing, yard work, and feeding the ponies at the off-track betting.  After he retires, he looks

forward to relaxing, enjoying his grandchildren, and going to Las Vegas.

Mary Parker, Health Assistant

I grew up in Fontana and attended Fontana schools (Randall Pepper, Alder,

and FoHi).  I married my high school sweetheart, Steve.  Our son, Mark, is

now 31 and he and his wife, Brandy, have two beautiful children, Sarah 5,

and Steven 3.

I started volunteering at Cypress Elementary School in the late 1970’s when

Mark was a student there.  In 1978, Larry Boldt who was the Principal told me that some Teacher Aide

positions were opening up.  I figured that I may as well make money for the time I was spending there and

it was only three hours a day.  I had a Real Estate license but that wasn’t working out so I became an

Aide.

In 1983, I transferred to Tokay.  It was a tiny little school with only thirteen classrooms.  It soon

blossomed with many new students and during the time I was there we had a lot of construction going on

and six different Principals.  After being there a few years, I started working as a Computer Aide, now

working six hours.  Then ended up as the Health Assistant, still at Tokay.

My mom was ill during these years, having both legs amputated and having two strokes.  Looking after

her and trying to have a normal family life while working was difficult.  In 2001, Steve and I bought a

small, 80-year old house in Lytle Creek.  We spent two years working on it and during this time I lost my

mom.  After we finished the work on the house, I just wanted to relax and enjoy our home and the nature

around us so in July, after 23 years, I retired.  Life is short and I want to enjoy every moment.

I haven’t been sorry.  I’ve learned to slow down and enjoy life without worrying about what needs to be

done.  I have time to spend with my grandchildren, to do yard work, go for long walks and spend time

with friends and family.  I’ve even started doing crafts.  My husband likes it because when he wants to go

on a trip, I’m ready!  I made a lot of good friends through work and I have a lot of good memories of

those years, but I do love being RETIRED!



Sam Poindexter, FTA President

Sam was born in Paris, Arkansas but later moved to Ontario, California where he graduated from

Chaffey High School in 1960.  He pursued his education and received an AA Degree from Chaffey Jr.

College and a BA and MA in Economics from Cal State University, Fullerton.

He has been with the Fontana Unified School District for 34 years.  He has taught Math, Driver’s

Education, Government, U.S. History, and Economics.  He has served as Math Department Lead Teacher

and ASB Director at Alder Jr. High, as well as Assistant Softball Coach, Assistant Football Coach,

Freshman Head Coach for Basketball, Assistant Baseball Coach, and Cross-Country.  (Sam remembers

that when he started teaching in 1970, he was not allowed to coach – because of his long hair!)

When Sam transferred to Birch High School, he helped organize the first Continuation High School

Athletic League, where he coached Slow Pitch Softball and Flag Football.  He also officiated Basketball

and Volleyball at Birch.  During this same time, Sam coached Freshman Baseball at Fontana Jr. High.

After moving to A.B. Miller High School, he became head Varsity Softball Coach and one year as

Assistant Varsity Football Coach.  During the 6 years he spent coaching at A.B. Miller, Sam said there

were great girls in the program who went 105-47-1, including 4 CBL Championships.  Four of the girls

received Division I scholarships.

Sam has been elected twice as President of the Fontana Teachers Association and has served for five and

a half years – more than any other President of FTA.

Sam and Terri Poindexter have been married for 18 years.  Terri has been a teacher at FUSD for 30

years.  They have a daughter, Sami (16 – who attends Kaiser High School in Fontana) and two sons, Jeff

(41) and Steve (38) and five grandchildren.

Sam is an avid Upland bird hunter and enjoys fishing and woodworking.  After he retires, he plans to do

more fishing and hunting, as well as working on their homes in San Bernardino and Baja California.

Jane Popick, School Bus Driver

Jane was born in Louisiana and grew up in Pennsylvania.

She has been a School Bus Driver for the Fontana Unified School District since

1982.  During her 23 years at FUSD, Jane has received several safe-driving

awards.

Jane and her husband, Steve, have a daughter (Lynn), a son (Chris), and 3

grandchildren (Joe, Samantha, and Landen).

After she retires in May, Jane and Steve plan to move to Arizona.



Ellis Rail, Teacher

Ellis was born in Los Angeles, California, where he lived until age 11 when he

moved to Long Beach.  After graduating from David Starr Jordan High School, he

served a 2 1/2-year mission to Brazil as a missionary for The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter Day Saints.  He subsequently served 22 years with the U.S. Navy

and 4 years in private industry before going into teaching.

Ellis pursed his education and earned a Bachelors Degree in Business

Administration from Upper Iowa University and a Masters Degree in Education

with Administrative Emphasis from National University.

He has been with the Fontana Unified School for 13 years.  Ellis has been an SDC Teacher at Live Oak

and Redwood Elementary Schools and at Sequoia Middle School; and most recently, a 2
nd

 Grade Teacher

and ELL Site Monitor at North Tamarind Elementary School.  He has a BCLAD (Bilingual,

Crosscultural, Language and Academic Development) Certificate.

Ellis says, “I finally gained clarity on the term generation gap when I realized one day that, as each year

passed, the gap between me and my students walking ahead of me when going to the library or assemblies

was getting wider and wider.”

Ellis is married to Paula Jean Smith Rail.  He has three daughters and two sons from a previous

marriage, as well as 9.5 grandchildren.

He enjoys travel and personal family history research.  After Ellis retires in June, he plans to travel and

visit family and friends, as well as see more of America.  He also plans to continue pursuing personal

family research and church service.  Ellis plans to stay in Fontana and work as a Mobile Notary Public

and continue to build Home Network Marketing Business.

Lois Roberts, Resource Specialists

Lois was born in Jamacia, New York and grew up in nearby Valley

Stream.  She pursued her education and attended Buffalo State

University in New York and University of La Verne in Southern

California.

She has been with the Fontana Unified School District for 31 years

and has held the positions of Lead Teacher, Program Specialist,

Resource Teacher, and most recently Resource Specialist at

Oleander Elementary School.

Lois has been married to her husband, William, for 43 years.  They have two daughters, Karma Chavez

and Lauren Roberts; and they have four grandchildren, Ian James (12), Frank, Jr. (8), Gabriel (5) and

Alex (2) Chavez.

Lois remembers, “My second trip on Route 66 (1973) again ended in Fontana.  This time to head the

Fontana Development Center, which later became Virginia Primrose School.  I had the honor and

privilege to plan the construction of one of the few schools in California devoted to the education of the

severely handicapped students within a school district.”

Lois enjoys painting, crocheting, knitting and photography.  After she retires, she plans to write a book,

do more painting, and take a cruise.



Ernest Sanchez, Teacher

Ernie was born in El Paso, Texas but grew up in East L.A.  He pursed his education

and attended East L.A. College, Mt. Sac, University of Redlands, and Claremont

Graduate School.

He has been with the Fontana Unified School District for 10 years, and has taught

2
nd

 through 8
th

 grades.  He was “Teacher of the Year” at Jurupa Hills Middle

School in 2003-04.

Ernie and his wife, Margaret, have a daughter, Liz (a chef at La Habra Country Club), and two sons,

Ernie Jr. (a department manager at Lowe’s) and Christopher (a self-employed computer- guru).

His hobbies include model trains, photography, computers, and cooking.  After he retires in June, Ernie

plans to attend chef school at the California Culinary Institute and enjoy his grandchildren.



Lois Scheel-Kelly, Senior Secretary I

I was raised in Fontana (4
th

 generation).  My great grandparents

owned Fontana Dairy on Mango Avenue just North of Foothill

Blvd., and I was raised in the old farmhouse since I was three

months old, where my parents still live.  I attended North

Tamarind Elementary, Alder Jr. High, and Fontana High, where

I graduated in 1969.

While at Alder Jr. High, several friends and I got our first taste of secretarial life when we worked in the

office during a full blown flu epidemic and all of the secretarial staff were out for a week.  I wanted to

become a teacher when I graduated, but was unable to go directly to college, so I took several classes at

Skadron College of Business in San Bernardino, graduating from there in October 1970.  I had several

secretarial jobs, including going to work for Skadron College where they encouraged me to go back to

school and I got my Designated Subjects Teaching Credential in 1977 and began teaching at Skadron

College and Yucaipa Adult School part-time to supplement my income.

I was hired by the FUSD in October 1978 by Paul Martin, Assistant Principal at Fontana High School

and started working as his Secretary in the Discipline/Attendance Office; Tony Lardieri was Principal.

When an opening occurred at an elementary school, I went to Palmetto Elementary as Secretary to the

Principal and stayed in that position through three administrators:  Don Burnich, John Price, and Linda

Nelles.  When the Poplar Principal was reassigned to Palmetto, she brought her own secretary.  I was

transferred to Poplar and worked there for several years under Tom Hogan and Fred Ortman.  When

they opened Sequoia Jr. High School as a year-round school for the first time (1985) I transferred there

to work as Secretary to the Principal and worked for Gene Dobos, Dennis Barnett, and Mike Micallef.

Bryan Malloy was Dean of Students at Sequoia at that time.  During the summer, I worked as Temp

Executive Secretary for Business Services in order to maintain a 12-month position.  When Bryan was

given the Principalship of Citrus Continuation School, I went with him to open the new school as his

secretary.  When a 12-month position opened at the District Office, I accepted the position of Senior

Secretary in Child Welfare and Attendance where I stayed until my retirement working first for Darryl

Glissmeyer and then Dennis Barnett.

Also, during my time with the FUSD, I taught Adult Education Business Classes starting in 1980.  This

was always a job to me and I worked under two great Principals – Richard Drake and Bill Hartman.  I

stopped teaching in 2003, when I had to slow down because of my carpul tunnel.

My time with the Fontana Unified School District was blessed.  I feel I never had a bad boss to work with

and each one of them enriched my life.  I feel I made many wonderful friendships and hope to keep in

touch with them all.

My husband and I are blessed with five wonderful children and three fantastic grandchildren.  Our oldest

daughter, Melissa Lee, is a Pre-K Teacher and going to school for her Elementary Credential.  She has

two daughters, Victoria (age 13) and Rebecca (age 9).  Our oldest son, James, after the Army worked at

Citrus High School as Campus Security for a short time and now works full-time teaching others how to

jump out of perfectly good airplanes.  Our middle daughter, Melissa Ann, received a full Regent’s

Scholarship to University of California at Berkeley and graduated with a major in math and a minor in

art – which has made her fully prepared for her current position as a Police Officer with the City of

Berkeley.  Our youngest son, Brian, is working in the security field and continuing with his education.

Our youngest daughter, Ruthie, is a Pre-School Teacher and will continue with her education, but right

now feels that being a mother of a 3-month old daughter, Autumn, is a full-time job.

Larry and I are in the process of adding onto our home in Crestline and enjoying our granddaughters, as

well as our refurbished 1964 Mercury.  We plan on spending time traveling, camping with our trailer,

and visiting all of the National Parks.

I miss everyone, but I seem to be busier now than I was when I worked full-time.



Anita Schultz, School Nurse

Anita was born and raised in Portland, Oregon.  After coming to California, she received a Bachelors

Degree in Nursing at Loma Linda University; a Masters in Counseling and Guidance from Andrew

University, and her Masters in Nursing Administration from Cal State Dominguez Hills.

During her 15 years with Fontana Unified School District, she has been the School Nurse at Fontana

High School, and since it’s opening in 1999 has been the School Nurse at Kaiser High School.  In fall of

2003, she started splitting her time as School Nurse for Jurupa Hills Middle School.  Anita was named

the FUSD Nurse of the Year in 1996 and was honored as the Comprehensive Health Program’s

Employee of the Year in 2001 through the District’s Employee Recognition Program.

Anita was instrumental in beginning the Teen Clinic and Healthy Start Program at Fontana High School.

Anita says that she believes the Fontana Unified School District has developed the best comprehensive

health services in San Bernardino County Schools and it has been her privilege to be a part of it.

Some of Anita’s many hobbies include travel, genealogy, reading, painting, arts and crafts, and music.

As for future plans, Anita says she plans to travel, travel, and travel.

Frances Sclafani, Elementary School Secretary II

Fran was born in St. Louis, Missouri and moved to Fontana at the age of three.

She remembers attending Sierra Seville (a Fontana school no longer in existence),

South Tamarind, and Randall Pepper Elementary Schools, St. Joseph’s Academy,

and then graduating from Fontana High School.

Fran has worked for the Fontana Unified School District for 21 years, starting at

FoHi as a Clerk Typist, then as an Elementary School Secretary at Tokay, West

Randall, Juniper, Cypress, and North Tamarind Elementary Schools.  She says

she has really enjoyed working as a School Secretary at an elementary school and

she has enjoyed working with (and following) her Principal, Harriet Beck.

She and her husband, Frank, have been married for 40 years.  They have three children.  Their oldest

son, Tony, is married to Billie Jean and they live with their two daughters (Madeline and Ciana) in

Henderson, Neveda.  Their son, Frank, has three children (Kristina, Sabrina and Frankie) and they

recently moved to Hesperia.  Their daughter, Jo, is married to Rich Dudeck and they have three children

(Marissa, Matthew and Nicholas) and live in Redlands.

Fran enjoys reading, cooking and traveling.  After she retires, Fran and her husband plan to travel with

family and enjoy some free time.  Fran says she has had a great time working at Fontana Unified and has

many great memories of friends along the way.



Donna Simmons, Teacher

Donna was born and raised in Buffalo, New York.  She pursued her education and

earned a Bachelors Degree from Medaille College in Buffalo and a Masters

Degree from Cal State San Bernardino.

Donna has been with the Fontana Unified School District for 24 years.  She has

taught at South Tamarind, West Randall and Redwood Elementary Schools and

Almeria Middle School.  Most recently, Donna has been teaching 7
th

 grade

Language Arts at Truman Middle School.

Donna is married and has two children.  After she retires, Donna plans to travel,

read the stack of books she has at home, garden, redecorate her house, and discover new worlds.

Barbara Skavinski, Teacher

Barbara was born and raised in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  She pursued her education and earned a

Bachelors and Masters Degree in Education from the University of Pittsburgh.

She has been a kindergarten teacher at Oak Park Elementary School for 16 years.

Barbara has been married to her husband, Kip, for 30 years.  They have one daughter, Kim, who is

studying to be a doctor.

Barbara enjoys yoga and Chinese brush painting.  After her retirement in June, she plans to pursue

Chinese brush painting and take other types of art classes – and hopefully win the lottery, so that she can

do lots of traveling.

Jean Teanio, Language, Speech & Hearing Specialist

Jean was born and raised in Mandan, North Dakota.  She pursued her education and earned a Bachelors

Degree from Minot State University and a Masters Degree from the University of Redlands.

Jean has worked at the Fontana Unified School District for 36 years.  She began her career as a SDC

teacher (1966-68) and has been a LSH Specialist since 1970.  Jean remembers the culture shock she

experienced when she came here in 1966.  She says, “There just seemed to be too many cars, too many

people, and everything moved too fast.”

She and her husband, Gavino, have three children:  Jeanyee Carlene “Pua” Teanio-Plaza, Gabrielle

“Ipo” Ullrich and Gavino Kahaleokalá Teanio.

Jean enjoys quilting and reading.  After her retirement in June, she looks forward to quilting and reading

a lot more, doing some traveling, and having fun with her grandchildren.



Teresa Yarbrough, Bilingual Aide

Teresa Mendoza, born on October 9, 1941, in Jalisco, Mexico, was the eldest of 6

children.  Teresa lived with her close family until 1964, when at the age of 23, she

immigrated to the United States, and settled in with relatives in the Los Angeles

area.  Teresa started working to support herself and help her family, but aspired to

learn English and studied at night, while working during the day.  She would soon

meet Clyde Yarbrough, a wonderful man whom she married in 1966, and has four

loving children:  James, William, Maria and Anthony, plus she’s a proud

grandmother with 7 grandchildren whom she adores very much.

As her children started school in the early 1970’s, Teresa found herself volunteering at their schools in

the Los Angeles Unified School District.  In 1978, Teresa and her family moved to Fontana, where she

continued volunteering her time at Poplar Elementary School.  By 1979, Teresa found herself employed

as a Bilingual Aide at Poplar Elementary, but also worked at both Alder and Fontana Junior High

Schools.  Over the years, Teresa assisted students and teachers from almost all of the elementary schools

in the district, but spent her last 22 years assigned to Tokay, where she has enjoyed helping children,

parents, and teachers.

Teresa has served the FUSD and the City of Fontana for 25 years and is retiring on April 30, 2004.  She

plans to remain in Fontana, where she can spend more time with her children and grandchildren, and

hopes to continue contributing to the community by volunteering.

When she’s not helping others, Teresa takes pleasure in several

hobbies, such as sewing, gardening, cooking, and traveling.

Teresa Yarbrough credits much of her years of success to the

many amazing friends and colleagues who have supported her

through good times and the difficult ones.  She is also very

appreciative of their assistance and of the opportunities provided

by the FUSD.  Teresa sends her regards and will miss you all.

Floyd Youmans, Teacher

Floyd was born and raised in Tampa, Florida.  He pursed his education and earned a Bachelors Degree

at Allen University.

He has worked for the Fontana Unified School District for the past 37 years, during which he has been a

Teacher and Coach.  He was honored as CBL Coach of the Year in 1990-91 and 1996-97.

Floyd and his wife, Sherry, have six children (Floyd, Jr., Lydia, Reginald, Towana, Camille, and Corey)

and eighteen grandchildren.

Floyd enjoys golf and other sports.  After his retirement, he plans lots of traveling, playing golf and

attending activities in which his grandchildren are involved.



In Memory Of. . .
Joyce Brown

Ernest Camfield

Kenneth Cartzdafner

Ray Creo

Pam Doyle

Emmanuel D’Souza

Robin Dowling

Julia Fleischer

Mary Greksa

Rosalie Jabr

Gail Jackson

Virginia Janett

Ruth Love

Alex Martinez

Mickey McElwain

Frank McVicker

Daniel Moore

John Morgan

Lois Potts

Dan Ragan

Charles Redd

David Romo

Helen Schade

Gail Squires

Clarice Thomas

Peggy Tipton

Anna G. Tull-Vink

Hazel Turner

Fred C. Wheeler

Dyanne Wilson

Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free

I’m following the path God laid for me,
I took His hand when I heard him call

I turned my back and left it all.

I could not stay another day

To laugh, to love, to work, to play.
Tasks left undone must stay that way,

I found a place at the close of day.

If my parting has left a void

Then fill it with remembered joy.

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,
And yes, these things, I too, will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow.

I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.

My life’s been full, I savored much:
Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch.

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief.

Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.

Lift up your heart and share with me.
God wanted me now, He set me free.

I’m Free



Dorothy Grant Elementary School
Before opening its doors in July of 2004,
Fontana Unified School District’s
Elementary School #26 would go through
more than one name change along the
way.

When the school was in the planning
stage, there weren’t even any streets – it
was just vast, vacant fields.  It was
assumed that once the streets were put
in, the streets would be named after
existing streets with which they would
line-up.   Continuing with a long-standing

tradition, the school-to-be was named Lime Elementary School after its street.
However, well into construction it was discovered that the street was in fact named
Isabel.  The FUSD Board of Education took this opportunity to rename the school after
one of Fontana’s outstanding citizens.  On January 21, 2004 Lime Elementary School
was formally rechristened Dorothy Grant Elementary School.

Board President, Dr. Wayne Ruble, suggested naming the school after Grant because
of her many contributions to the district and city.  Although she has retired from the
school district, Grant has not stopped working for the schools and students in Fontana.
Grant is currently working with a non-profit organization to lobby funds for schools.
"She has made a tremendous difference in our schools and community.  She feeds the
community at Thanksgiving with hundreds of turkeys that she gets people to donate,"
Ruble said.  "She is always lobbying for something; she got her community street lights
and sidewalks."

With the housing boom in northern Fontana, the site for the school was selected to
alleviate the overcrowding at Tokay, Sierra Lakes, and Hemlock Elementary Schools.  A
nine-acre site, located north of Baseline Avenue and west of Almeria Avenue was
designed to accommodate 600 students on a single-track calendar.  Grant is the first
elementary school in Fontana to be designed by PSWC Architects, and the contractor is
Tardos & Yousef.

Construction is moving ahead on schedule and the school’s official Ground Breaking
Ceremony was held on November 19, 2003.  Nelson Togerson, Dorothy Grant
Elementary School’s first Principal, is hard at work to make sure that Grant’s name
change is the only bump in the road in opening Fontana’s newest elementary school.



Wayne Ruble Middle School

Fontana’s Middle School #7 is currently
under construction and will open in late
fall of 2004 – after the first day of school.
But more about that later.

Middle School #7 is named after one of
Fontana Unified School District’s
longtime Board Members, Dr. D. Wayne
Ruble.  Dr. Ruble is currently Board
President and is a retired FUSD
administrator.  He was employed as a
teacher from 1958-1965 and retired as
Coordinator of Special Services in 1985.

The site for Fontana’s newest middle school, across the street from A.B. Miller High
School, was selected to alleviate the overcrowding at Alder and Almeria Middle
Schools.  Ruble will accommodate 800 sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students.  It
was designed by HMC Architects and the contractor is Woodcliff Corporation.

Due to delays in construction, students bound for Ruble will be starting their school year
on the A.B. Miller High School campus in July.  Ruble students will follow a separate
calendar this year, which will have them go off-track in September when A.B. Miller’s
school year begins, and then start at their new campus at the beginning of October.
Principal Crystal Whitley will make sure the student’s transition from “Camp Ruble” to
Ruble Middle School is a smooth one.



Acknowledgements

Dinner........................................................................F.U.S.D. Child Nutrition Staff

Servers ..................................................................Alder Middle School Peerleaders

Truman Middle School A.S.B.

Truman Middle School Ambassadors

Directed by Janet Koehler-Brooks

Retirement Dinner Steering Committee:

Donna Battiste

Sherry Gibson

Bill Gruber

Kay Gruber

Jennifer Johnson

Janet Koehler-Brooks

Jo Ann Lancaster

Karen Lord

Cindy Stimmell

Anna Watts

Decorations:

Donna Battiste

Jennifer Johnson

Jan Long

Karen Lord

Anna Watts

Entertainment ........................................................ Fontana High School Madrigals

Directed by Jennifer Esquivel

Programs / Posters / Tickets ................ FUSD Printing & Graphic Arts Department

Mary Ann Patterson, Director

Troy Ingram, Coordinator

Pam Gordon, Educational Services

Arrangements.........................Robin Ibarra, Denese Vandervoort & Cindy Stimmell




