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Description of Services --- Social Security (SSI) Benefits:

• SSI provides a minimum of financial security and health insurance to people who have a disability and a very low income.

• Work incentives allow SSI recipients the chance to earn or save money while continuing to receive benefits and Medi-Cal.

• Using Work Incentives allows young recipients increased opportunities for personal growth, social acceptance and independence.

Who is eligible for SSI?           

People who have a disability and a low income. At age 18, a student qualifies based on their own financial resources. Their parents’ income will no longer disqualify them.

A young person with a disability age 17 or under may also qualify for Social Security benefits if a parent has died, retired or receives disability benefits.

What are Some Work Incentives? 

Student Earned Income Exclusion:  Students under age 22 may earn up to $1,550 per month (maximum of $6,100 per year) without having their benefits reduced at all.

2 For 1:  The first $85 earned does not reduce SSI benefits. For every subsequent $2 earned, benefits are reduced by $1. Medi-Cal continues with only $1 from SSI.

PASS Plan: A Plan for Achieving Self Support (PASS) may allow an SSI recipient to save earnings or other money to further a vocational goal without reducing SSI.

The Medi-Cal Working Disabled Program:  Even when an SSI recipient earns enough salary (about $35,000 a year) that they no longer receive Medi-Cal for free, they may be able to purchase it at a low premium.

Contact: 

Social Security
For more information and to find copies of our publications, visit www.socialsecurity.gov or call toll-free, 1-800-772-1213 (for the deaf or hard of hearing, call our TTY number, 1-800-325-0778). Specific questions answered from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., Monday through Friday. Information provided by automated phone service 24 hours a day. 
  Steps to SSI:

1. Parent or student gathers medical and financial records that document disability and financial need. 
2. Obtain an application online from www.ssa.gov
3. Make an appointment with Social Security Office for intake.
4. Learn about work incentives online at www.ssa.gov; at DB101.org; by reviewing Social Security’s Red Book or by making an appointment with a CWIC, phone #.

5. When working, report earnings 
monthly to Social Security and report

Work Incentives used.
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