
Freshmen English Honors Summer Reading Assignments – Mrs. Avila 

2020 – 2021 Academic Year  

 

Summer reading is an important part of a Kaiser High School English student’s experience. Current 
research suggests that summer reading helps students maintain important literacy skills and provides all 

students with a shared experience to build upon in August.   
 
 
 

Assignment I: Over the summer, you will read your choice of two novels from the list below. For each 
book, you will create an active reading journal with a minimum of 10 entries—a minimum total of 20 
entries will be completed. The journal should be in proper MLA format, preferably typed, but otherwise 
may be neatly handwritten. Please see directions and examples on the next page.    
 
Assignment II: Study the literary vocabulary sheet and prepare for a quiz during the first week of 
school.  
 
 

Summer Reading List 

(in order from reading level: lowest-highest) 

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 
Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 

Tears of a Tiger by Sharon Draper 
Eragon by Christopher Paolini 

The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky 
The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton 

If I Stay by Gayle Forman 
The Fault in our Stars by John Green 

Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng 
 
 
 

Due Dates: 

• For the FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL, you should have read your choice of TWO NOVELS, 
chosen from the list below, and completed at least 10 active reading journal entries for each 
book, 20 in total. 

• For the FIRST FRIDAY OF SCHOOL, you should be prepared for a quiz on literary terms. 
 

  



Active Reading Journal Directions & Explanation:  

An active reading journal is a conversation between you and what you are reading. You simply write 
down passages (quotes or excerpts) from the book (don’t forget to properly cite your quote by including 
the author’s last name and the page number where you found the quote!) that you find important and 
then write a response explaining your thoughts. This process is an important way to understand a piece 
of literature. By writing about literature, you make your own meaning of the work in order to truly 
understand it. 
 
Use the signposts bookmark to help you find important parts of the book and think of what questions to 
ask yourself to develop a thoughtful response. 

   
How to organize your Double Entry Journals 

Your Name: 
Title and Author of Book: 
Excerpt(s) or Quote(s) with Page Number Possible Response Prompts 
Excerpt or quotation from the book: 
 
 
 
 
 
Citations are mandatory.   
Proper citation: (Author’s Last Name 
Page Number). Example: (Gonzalez 3). 

• This idea/event seems to be important because…  
• I think the author is trying to say that…  
• What do you think or feel about what is going on in this 
passage? Comments? Ideas? Opinions? Questions?  
Below are higher level responses. Be sure to include these!  
• **Explain, show, or interpret how this passage is important. 
What is it showing? What do you learn or see? New insights? 
Significance? What do you learn about the quote/text?  
• **Make a global reflection. How does the passage connect to 
society and the world in general? What conclusions might you 
draw about people and/or life?  
 

 

Example of Two DEJ Entries 
Your Name: 
Title and Author of Book: To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
Excerpt(s) or Quote(s) with Page Number Example Student Responses 
Excerpt or quotation from the book: 

1. “There was no hurry, for there was 
nowhere to go…nothing to see outside 
the boundaries of Maycomb County. 
But it was a time of vague optimism 
for some of the people: Maycomb 
County had recently been told that it 
had nothing to fear but fear itself” (Lee 
7-8). 

Apparently, Maycomb is also a very slow, sleepy town that is 
pretty isolated from everything else. This seems to be especially 
true since they only have a “vague” notion of FDR’s speech (an 
allusion to the Great Depression of the 1930’s—must be the era 
in which the story takes place) and there is “nothing” outside of 
Maycomb county. I wonder why they see the world this way—
maybe people don’t travel because of the Depression or because 
that’s just not what people did. 

(Interpreting/Asking a Question)  
2. “‘Mr.Radley, ah – did you put cement 

in that hole in that tree down yonder?’  
‘...Tree's dying. You plug ‘em with 
cement when they’re sick...’  
‘Atticus...is that tree dyin'?’  
‘Why no, son, I don't think so. Look at 
the leaves, they're all green and full, no 
brown patches anywhere –’” (Lee 71). 

This quote is comparing Boo Radley to the tree. Boo Radley is 
exactly like the tree being sealed off. He is also thought to be 
mean and scary which refers to the tree being dead. This quote 
would not be as significant if Mr. Radley wouldn't have said it. 
Because it is Mr. Radley, his father, who has sealed Boo off from 
the outside world. The hole in the tree represents Boo, for the 
first time trying to communicate with others, but is being made as 
if he is dead.  

(Analyzing Symbols) 
 



 

  



A GLOSSARY OF LITERARY TERMS 
  
LITERARY TERMS 
  
Alliteration: The repetition of initial consonant sounds used especially in poetry to emphasize and link 
words as well as to create pleasing, musical sounds.  Example—the fair breeze blew, the white foam 
flew.  
 
Allusion: A reference to a well-known person, place, event, literary work, or work of art to enrich the 
reading experience by   adding meaning.  
 
Anaphora: The repetition of the same word or group of words at the beginnings of two or more clauses 
or lines 
 
Characterization: Techniques a writer uses to create and develop a character by what: 

• he/she does or says,  
•other characters say about him/her, or how they react to him/her  
• the author reveals directly or through a narrator.  

 
Connotation: The associations and emotional overtones attached to a word beyond its literal definition, 
or denotation; a connotation may be positive, negative, or neutral 
 
Denotation: The precise meaning of a word 
 
Dialect: Speech that reflects pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar typical of a geographical region.  
 
Diction: A writer’s word choices, which often convey voice and tone 
  
Flashback: Interruption of the chronological (time) order to present something that occurred before the 
beginning of the story.  
  
Figurative Language: Language that has meaning beyond the literal meaning; also known as “figures of 
speech.”  

• Simile: comparison of two things using the words “like” or “as,” e.g. “Her smile was as cold as 
ice.”  
• Metaphor comparison of two things essentially different but with some commonalities; does 
not use “like” or “as,” e.g. “Her smile was ice.”  
• Hyperbole: a purposeful exaggeration for emphasis or humor.  
• Personification: human qualities attributed to an animal, object, or idea, e.g. “The wind 
exhaled.”  

  
Free Verse: Poetry that does not conform to a regular meter or rhyme scheme.  Poets who write in free 
verse try to reproduce the natural rhythms of spoken language.  
  
Foreshadowing: Important hints that an author drops to prepare the reader for what is to come, and help 
the reader anticipate the outcome.  
  
Imagery: Words or phrases that appeal to the reader’s senses.  
  



Humor: The quality of a literary or informative work that makes the character and/or situations seem 
funny, amusing, or ludicrous.  
  
Irony: A technique that involves surprising, interesting, or amusing contradictions or contrasts.  Verbal 
irony occurs when words are used to suggest the opposite of their usual meaning.  An irony of situation 
is when an event occurs that directly contradicts expectations.  
 
Juxtaposition: The arrangement of two or more things for the purpose of comparison 
 
Onomatopoeia: The use of words that imitate sounds.  Examples would be hiss, buzz, swish, and crunch.  
  
Point of View: Perspective from which the story is told  

• First-person: narrator is a character in the story; uses “I,” “we,” etc.  
• Third-person: narrator outside the story; uses “he,” “she,” “they”  
• Third-person limited: narrator tells only what one character perceives  
• Third-person omniscient: narrator can see into the minds of all characters.  

  
Poetry: A literary work that uses concise, colorful, often rhythmic language to express ideas or 
emotions.  Examples: ballad, blank verse, free verse, elegy, limerick, sonnet.  
  
Prose: A literary work that uses the familiar spoken form of language, sentence after sentence.  
  
Rhetorical Appeals: Emotional, ethical, and logical arguments used to persuade an audience to agree 
with the writer or speaker. 

• logos: a rhetorical appeal to reason or logic 
• ethos: a rhetorical appeal that focuses on the character or qualifications of the speaker 
• pathos: a rhetorical appeal to the reader’s or listener’s senses or emotions 

 
Satire: Writing that comments humorously on human flaws, ideas, social customs, or institutions in 
order to change them.  
 
Style: The distinctive way that a writer uses language including such factors as word choice, sentence 
length, arrangement, and complexity, and the use of figurative language and imagery.  
  
Suspense: A feeling of excitement, curiosity, or expectation about what will happen.  
  
Symbol: Person, place, or thing that represents something beyond itself, most often something concrete 
or tangible that represents an   abstract idea.  
 
Tone: A writer’s or speaker’s attitude toward a subject, character, or audience. 
 
Voice: a writer’s or speaker’s distinctive use of language to express ideas as well as his or her persona. 
  
  
LITERARY ELEMENTS  
  
Action: Everything that happens in a story.  
  
Antagonist: The person or force that works against the hero of the story.  (See protagonist)  



 
Character: One of the people (or animals) in   a story.  
  
Climax: The high point in the action of a story.  
  
Conflict: A problem or struggle between two opposing forces in a story.  There are four basic conflicts:  

• Person Against Person: A problem between characters.  
• Person Against Self: A problem within a character’s own mind.  
• Person Against Society: A problem between a character and society, school, the law, or some 
tradition.  
• Person Against Nature: A problem between a character and some element of nature-a blizzard, 
a hurricane, a mountain climb, etc.  

  
Dialogue: The conversations that characters have with one another.  
  
Exposition: The part of the story, usually near the beginning, in which the characters are introduced, the 
background is explained, and the setting is described.  
  
Falling Action: The action and dialogue following the climax that lead the reader into the   story’s end.  
  
Mood: The feeling a piece of literature is intended to create in a reader.  
  
Moral: The lesson a story teaches.  
  
Narrator: The person or character who actually tells the story, filling in the background information and 
bridging the gaps between dialogue. (See Point of View.)  
  
Plot: The action that makes up the story, following a plan called the plot line.  
  
Plot line: The planned action or series of events in a story.  There are five parts: exposition, rising action, 
climax, falling action, and resolution.  
  
Protagonist: The main character in a story, often a good or heroic type.  
  
Resolution: The part of the story in which the problems are solved and the action comes to a satisfying 
end.  
  
Rising Action: The central part of the story during which various problems arise after a conflict is 
introduced.  
  
Setting: The place and the time frame in which a story takes place.  
  
Style: The distinctive way that a writer uses language including such factors as word choice, sentence 
length, arrangement, and complexity, and the use of figurative language and imagery.  
  
Theme: The message about life or human nature that is “the focus” in the story that the writer tells.  
  


